The Science of Psychology by Robin D. Raygor, Ph.D.
Dear Reader,


Over half or all psychology students in the United States attend two-year colleges. At the same time, the few college psychology textbooks aimed at this market are relatively low-level, non-rigorous books. The Science of Psychology  is unique because it is a mid-level, rigorous text aimed directly at (and classroom tested on) two-year college students. The book is also built around a specific study-skills technique: Preview, Actively Read, and Test Yourself (or the PAT study system - more about this later and in the attached proposal). It is engagingly written, rigorous, and complete.


Both the First and Second editions of this book and its study guide have been extensively tested in the classroom. Students were given points for finding errors in both editions and the Second edition is almost completely error-free so both the book and the study guide could be published with minimal editing.


Students have been extremely positive about the book. This is especially true of students who struggle with typical mid-level college texts.


The completed manuscript was reviewed by 10 professors all of whom teach in this market. Selected samples from the reviews follow, with each representing a comment from an individual reviewer (all of whom teach for the two year market). A more extensive set of comments appears in the proposal.

“I have never found the perfect text for my general psychology classes but this comes close. I would rate it a 9 or 10. I haven't seen the finished product but if this first draft is any indication I think this will be a good general psychology text for the community college student…. 

Faculty from a two year college located in the midwest

“Chapter 1 – Because of its depth of coverage, this is the most thorough presentation of the historical background I have ever read in an introductory psychology text.”

Faculty from a two year college located in the northeast

The last textbook I used was Psychology: An Introduction by Benjamin Lahey (7th Edition)…. My first quick over-view of the Raygor text suggests that I might have chosen it over the Lahey text. I found this manuscript more appealing than the Lahey text.

Faculty from a two year college located in the south


Most introductory books with an accessible reading level are fairly "soft" and unusable for people who view psychology as a hard science. Coverage of the important topics in psychology in these books is a mile wide and an inch deep. In The Science of Psychology, the emphasis is on the fact that all introductory students need to be able to interpret information to be successful as everyday citizens and the title of the book is a conscious reflection of this. The goal was to create a scientifically rigorous book with an engaging reading level (both characteristics that many reviewers applaud). Most psychology instructors understand this need.


One unique feature of the book is that the organization and presentation of the material (as explained in the proposal) is based on the P.A.T. system, which stands for Preview, Actively Read, and Test Yourself. No other book offers this and the closest thing available is Coon's SQ3R technique, which is almost certainly what made it the number one book in the country when it was introduced. P.A.T. is much more pedagogically sound and, perhaps more effective since students can actually remember it. And, for the intended two-year audience (and those who adopt such books) such a simple, yet effective, system holds great appeal.



In addition, the Science of Psychology has more built-in pedagogical aids than any other book on the market. The Science of Psychology Journal appears in every chapter and involves a mini journal article in a box designed to mimic a real journal article (only easier). Most Journal segments present classic experiments in psychology. Some other features (more are described in the full proposal) are a separate chapter on gender, strong coverage of evolutionary psychology and an extensive, author-prepared test bank


The author received his Ph.D. in experimental psychology from the University of Minnesota, was a fellow in the Center for Research in Human Learning, and received a post-doctoral fellowship from the National Institutes of Health. His writing experience is extensive and he has written or co-authored five previous textbooks.


The author realizes that it is a huge undertaking for a publishing company to contract an introductory book. However, the current books are getting old in their presentation and revisions just don’t have the same power to freshen the marketplace as does a new book like The Science of Psychology. The reviews are positive, the writing is engaging, and the ms. is ready to go. 

