The Science of Psychology

by

Robin D. Raygor, Ph.D.

Anoka-Ramsey Community College

raygor@softville.com

A Brief Description of The Science of Psychology


The Science of Psychology is 642 pages (not counting the index, references, and front matter) and offers a comprehensive, experiment-based, empirical text focusing on the science of psychology but aimed at the two-year market with an engaging reading level and integrated study aids. 


Over half of all introductory psychology students attend two-year colleges. There are almost no texts currently on the market that are aimed specifically at the two-year market, yet are mid-level, soundly scientific books.  Most readable books do not emphasize the scientific aspects of psychology and often neglect the scientific support (or lack of support) for psychological theories.

The key features of The Science of Psychology are…

· Classroom-tested Second Edition

· Integrated P.A.T. study technique

· Approachable reading level

· High level of scientific rigor

· Empirical, scientific, research-based approach

· Running glossary

· In-chapter journal articles

· Heavy use of pedagogical aids and study-skills support

· Separate gender and sexuality chapter

· Separate methodology chapter

· Strong coverage of evolutionary psychology

· Strong coverage of the history of psychology

· Comprehensive, author-prepared index

· Classroom-tested, author-prepared study guide

· Extensive, author-prepared test bank

Rationale


As is probably the case with most authors, the primary motive that prompted me to consider writing an introductory psychology text was my inability to find a book that met my needs. I couldn’t find a book that was scientifically based, empirical, and somewhat “traditional” and yet readable and engaging. The books I find that are written with a reading difficulty level appropriate for my students tend to be fairly “soft” and unscientific. Much of the text in these books belongs in a newspaper feature article rather than in a scientific textbook. Many of these books also leave out important topics in psychology or provide coverage that is much too superficial and they often fail to use the appropriate names for theories and concepts. 


In contrast, the books that treat psychology as a science, that are complete and correct, and that use solid experimental evidence to support their conclusions tend to have a reading level that is much too difficult for the two year market. I find that my community college students are capable of understanding the most difficult concepts in psychology if they are presented properly.

Features


The book is extremely readable and engaging to read, but at the same time, an empirical, relatively comprehensive, experiment-based account of the science of psychology. 


My preliminary organization includes a separate methodology chapter and the placement of the development chapter early in the book. I don’t believe that any of my close competitors have both these features. The Coon Essentials book has the development section in the first half but has no methodology chapter. I also have a separate chapter on Gender and Sexuality, which is relatively uncommon.


Each chapter of the book contains a running glossary; in-chapter quizzes; chapter preview questions; a chapter summary; an applications section; and end-of-chapter lists of important terms, concepts and names.


One additional feature of the book is the Science of Psychology Journal. To my knowledge, no other text has this feature. The Science of Psychology Journal is a kind of brief undergraduate psychology journal that runs throughout the book with one journal article in each chapter. Each article gives the details of a single experiment or set of experiments relevant to the topic of that chapter. Most are classic experiments in psychology such as Gibson and Walk's visual cliff experiment, Sperry's split-brain experiment, and Harlow's surrogate mother experiment. These articles are designed to give students a familiarity with the presentation of scientific information in a journal format. They present information commonly found in an introductory text and showcase the classic experiments of psychology.


The Science of Psychology Journal feature is intended to reinforce the scientific focus of the textbook. It gives the students the opportunity to gain scientific insights by reading journal articles just as real scientists do. The design of the book makes it clear that these are special sections but, at the same time, presents them as part of the text flow so that students won’t be tempted to skip them.


Another important feature is the “Going Beyond the Data” boxes, which contain interesting speculations on psychology and human nature. Most of these sections are written from the perspective of evolutionary psychology, an area where many current textbooks fall short. They also provide a critical thinking stimulus for the students.


I have avoided passive voice wherever possible and have used short, simple sentences and familiar vocabulary wherever this can be done without giving up necessary psychological terms. I did extensive readability testing on the entire text as I wrote it and, wherever possible, maintained an appropriate reading level. I also tried to use a narrative style that ties succeeding sections of the text together as part of a story. 


Perhaps one of the most attractive features of the book is the organization and presentation of the material being based on the P.A.T. system, which stands for Preview, Actively Read, and Test Yourself. This is the underlying thread that connects all chapters. No other book offers this and the closest thing available is Coon's SQ3R technique, which is probably what made it the number one book in the country when it was introduced. P.A.T. is much simpler and, perhaps more effective since students can actually remember it. And, for the intended two-year audience (and those who adopt such books) such a simple, yet effective system holds great appeal.

Market Considerations

Primary Markets


The primary market for the book would be community and two-year colleges. I believe that there is a need for a readable, yet scientific and comprehensive book in this market (see later comparison of current books). In addition, the book might sell well at many four-year colleges. Reviews of the first draft by four-year-college instructors have been quite positive.

Secondary Markets


Because of the approachable reading level, my book might also be sold in the secondary market with some success. Most of the K-12 books are very “soft” on the science of psychology and there may be a demand for a more empirically based book that is easy to read.

The Competition


I think there is a healthy demand in the market for a more traditional, scientific introductory psychology textbook with a specialized pedagogical basis and one that is easily approachable. 


I believe that my book would compete most directly with Coon and Myers and that it would compete as well with Laird and Thompson, Huffman, Kassin, Wade and Tavris, Lefton, Halonen and Santrock, Plotnik, Weiten, Rathus, and Kalat. Note the comparison sot Coon and Meyers in the reviews and the positive comments that this book would be chosen over those.


The following is an analysis of the strengths and weaknesses of these books with this analysis current as of Fall, 2003.

Coon 


The Coon books are very popular with students and I taught from the larger Coon book for many years. I wrote the auxiliary test bank for one of the editions. These books also have excellent built-in pedagogical aids. The more recent editions however are seriously out of date as is the style of their illustrations, which are somewhat crudely drawn and unattractive. In addition, the tone of the books is annoying to many professors. The author presents many topics in a kind of friendly banter that might be described as overly cute. In describing the effects of mild punishment, for example, Coon writes “But since snack sneaking was also rewarded by the sneaked snack, she will probably try sneaky snacking again.”

The headings suffer from this same problem. For example:

Eidetic Imagery—Picture This
Short-Term-Memory—Do You Know The Magic Number?
Operant Reinforcers—What’s Your Pleasure?


Many instructors find the constant attempts at humor to be annoying, especially after using the book for a year or two. No one at our institution will consider Coon any more simply because they find its style annoying.

Coon also has perhaps too many different kinds of auxiliary sections: Applications, Explorations, and Highlights, and in the Essentials book, Critical Thinking Exercises. It’s not always clear what the difference is between all these and it is my experience that students often skip these sections. This is a problem with Coon because much of the important content of the book appears in these auxiliary sections.

Myers


I have never used Myers because it has a relatively weak methodology chapter and because the coverage of the history of psychology in the first chapter is thinner than I would like. I don’t think students can understand the various psychological perspectives (which Myers makes a central part of the text) without a good grounding in the field’s history. Myers’ section on “psychology’s roots” is less than two pages long. Pavlov and Freud are each covered in a single short sentence. B. F. Skinner is not mentioned in the first two-hundred pages.

Myers also has some of the same lame humor and cute asides that Coon does although they are not as prevalent and generally not as annoying. Still, many professors (and some students) are easily put off by this kind of thing. In describing B.F. Skinner’s contributions to the field, for example, Myers writes “Experiments by Skinner...did far more than teach us how to pull habits out of rats.”


At his best, Myers is probably the most engaging of all intro psychology authors. In spite of this, though, some of the writing in the Myers book is awkward and stilted and most of it is a little too difficult for my students. I was extremely pleased when some reviewers of my work compared it favorably to the Myers text.


Myers also has no pedagogical aids. The important terms are in boldface but are generally not defined in the text. To see their definitions, the students must look them up in the end-of-chapter glossaries. I doubt if many students actually do this.

Laird and Thompson 


I find the writing in this book extremely clumsy and awkward. Worse yet, the authors’ seem to have very little background in scientific psychology, the history of psychology, or the philosophy of science. The book contains many serious errors of fact and seems not to be a scientific book at all. One of the guiding principles of the book seems to be the questionable notion that all major psychological theories are correct and that psychologists now agree on everything. The authors often try to reconcile completely incompatible theories. I believe this book is now out of print.

Huffman 


The Huffman book is quite readable although the reading level is probably still significantly too high for the two-year market and the reading level seems to have increased from earlier editions. The biggest problems with the book are that it is somewhat "soft" scientifically and often neglects important topics about which psychologists disagree. Coverage, for example, of the controversy surrounding the medical model, Freud’s seduction theory, Rescorla's work in classical conditioning, and the case against hypnosis as a special state is either missing or superficial.


Huffman often takes the approach of many of the "softer" books in focusing on lengthy human-interest stories to relate the concepts rather than trying to make the concepts themselves interesting. Serious content is also sacrificed to make room for these stories. It is a good book for those who want to expose students to many facets of psychology but who don't wish to go too deeply into the theories and issues at the heart of the field. 


The book also has no separate methodology chapter and suffers somewhat from an excess of features. Chapters have preview sections, opening vignettes, "try this yourself" boxes, "check and review" boxes, "critical thinking" boxes, "gender and cultural diversity" boxes, "research highlight" boxes, a key terms section, and a "visual summary." Many chapters have multiple "try this yourself" and "gender and cultural diversity" boxes. As a result, much of the most important content of each chapter is inside a box that might well be skipped by many students. The book does have an excellent set of pedagogical aids for the student.

Wade and Tavris 


Wade and Tavris does have a separate methodology chapter and handles the topic quite well. It is also fairly empirical and very up-to-date and the writing is engaging. The reading level of recent editions, however, is well out of reach for students into he two-year market. We used Wade and Tavris for two years and a number of my colleagues found it very unsatisfactory. Some complained of excessive political correctness in the book and an over-emphasis on gender issues. Others were concerned about the many errors and omissions in the text. Mental retardation, for example, is not mentioned at all, nor are the sub-categories of schizophrenia, and the depth cues appear only in the caption to an illustration. The authors also seem too ready to draw conclusions from very recent studies that have not been replicated and are not always well designed.

Lefton 


The Lefton book is well written and engaging but is too difficult. It has no separate methodology chapter and the design is excellent except for the look of the main heads, which is somewhat cartoon-like. It is also somewhat cluttered with learning objectives, critical thinking opportunities, diversity topics, focus boxes, applications boxes, research process boxes, and running references to the supplements (though these supplement references may not be in the student edition). Many of the examples in the text are not well chosen. I also find the foldout chart to be unnecessary and somewhat annoying.

Santrock 


This book is much too “soft” and at the same time, too difficult to read. The writing style is too much like a rather dry lecture and the book has some sloppy writing and errors in grammar and usage although recent editions are better in this regard. The material in the text often resembles Sunday newspaper feature articles and many important scientific issues in psychology are either missing or covered in a very superficial manner. The inclusion of lists of self-help books at the end of the chapters would be offensive to many psychologists.

Plotnik


Many instructors feel that this book has very serious design problems and, although the reading level is acceptable, many of the sentences are too long and too difficult. The book is short on white space and the text runs almost to the edge of the page.


The book also contains a tremendous number of gratuitous images, mostly photographs that have little or nothing to do with the adjacent text. I counted 57 unnecessary images in a single chapter. Some instructors (and many students) find this an attractive feature but others feel that the look is much to “busy” and that the pictures have displaced important topics.

It also appears that material has been shifted to inappropriate chapters in order to make the chapters equal in length. The coverage of somatic therapies, for example, is not in the therapy chapter.

Weiten


Weiten is very up-to-date but often doesn’t handle difficult topics well. Ideas, which are demonstrably wrong, are referred to as “weak” or “unconvincing” and there seems to too strong an attempt not to offend anyone.

The level of detail often seems inappropriate: trivial subjects are sometimes covered in great detail while important topics are often given fairly cursory coverage.

Rathus


This book, like Santrock, is both too “soft” and too tough to read. It also suffers from serious design problems. It has about a dozen styles of headers and I don’t believe any of my students could figure out the header hierarchy.

The worst fault of the book, however, is that it is riddled with lame jokes:

“I hope my computer’s not reading this.”

“That thought doesn’t bother me a byte.”

A text should be humorous in spots but it’s important that the author be good at it and I find that a little of this kind of thing goes a long way.

Kalat 


Kalat does have a separate methodology chapter but has the development chapter in the second half. It has no running glossary and contains more gratuitous images than I think are necessary. I used Kalat for a number of years and the biggest problem seems to be the errors and omissions. For example, the section on the history of psychology has no mention of Pavlov, Skinner, or Freud. Skinner and Pavlov are not mentioned in the first 200 pages of the book.

Kalat also has quite an annoying set of indexes. It’s actually three indexes: a name index, a subject index, and a “theme index.” All three indexes precede the bibliography and look very similar. There are no names at all in the subject index, which is very unusual, and the indexes as a group are tremendously frustrating to use.

Kassin 


Kassin’s coverage of the history of psychology is better than that of most texts. His text does not have a separate methodology chapter and does not put development in the first half of the book. The book also has a well-implemented running glossary.


Like many texts, Kassin has a tendency to make sentences more complicated than they need to be by using the passive construction appropriate for journal articles. This tendency interferes with the flow of the narrative and makes the text seem dry, difficult, and uninteresting to students. Kassin does focus on the scientific aspect of psychology but he omits important topics and the text contains a number of disturbing errors.

Current Book Status


The book is in its Second Edition and has been in use in the Minnesota Community College System for over two years. I think the book has one of the best indexes of any book I've ever used. I offered the students points for finding errors and suggesting improvements to the text and the second edition is almost completely error free. I also have a 1,000-item test bank developed for the book.

World Wide Web Links

In order to hold down the cost to students, the World Wide Web links were omitted from the book. They are in the original manuscript, however, and could be easily added in a non-custom publication. A number of web resources for the book have already been implemented at http://www.ScienceOfPsychology.com. Here is a description of the planned sections:


The World Wide Web is a tremendous resource for textbook authors. Material can be presented on a web site that extends and augments what is in a textbook. More important, though, is the opportunity to engage students by providing animated and interactive materials. Our state demographer tells us that over 80% of our students now visit a college’s World Wide Web site before applying to college. The demographer predicts that next year this figure will be 90%. Today, virtually every student has some form of access to the World Wide Web and is familiar with using web-based resources.


All of the existing textbook-related sites I have seen are primarily limited to unimaginative presentations of material that wouldn’t fit in the book. They don’t make use of the tremendous interactive capabilities of the web. I propose a number of specific links in the text to a dedicated web site that will be like nothing I have seen in my investigation of publishers’ web sites. I propose web pages that will involve ongoing experiments, student polls, online interactive demonstrations and tutorials, and computer modeling of concepts in psychology. 
The student will see a web logo in the margin of the text and, underneath it, a brief code (word or number). This simplifies the students’ access to the web resources since it gives them a direct link to the relevant page of the web site. The gateway to this material will be a single web page with a form where the students enter the code from the margin of the text. They can maintain a bookmark pointing to the gateway form. Once they enter the code, they will be taken automatically to the appropriate section of the web site. The sequence, then, for seeing a web page is 1) use the bookmark to jump to the gateway page, 2) enter the code from the margin of the text. Once this simple two-step sequence is competed, the appropriate page of the web site will appear automatically. Students may also browse the web site and find all the same sections as with traditional textbook web sites.


Here are some examples of the kinds of links I have in mind:

Exploration


Exploration sections of the web site will contain a variety of materials that go beyond what is in the textbook. Selected writings of famous figures like Freud, Rogers, Skinner, Watson, Pavlov, etc. will be available for the students who want to read about psychology in the original words of its creators. Students can also explore famous case studies, careers in psychology, a wide selection of images of the brain (EEG, MRI, CT, etc.), detailed descriptions of classic experiments and other resources that expand and extend the textbook.

Probably the best example of the web’s possibilities for exploring topics in psychology is the online, student-controlled neuron. Imagine an animated model of a working neuron showing the distribution of sodium and potassium ions along the axon. Suppose that we also show clearly labeled excitatory and inhibitory synapses at the dendrites of the neuron and an active “meter” showing the electrical charge of the neuron. Students can click on either the excitatory or the inhibitory synapses. The electrical charge of the neuron, as shown by the meter, will be the result of the activity of the synapses being activated by students across the country. If the electrical charge reaches the trigger point, the neuron will go through an animated “firing” sequence. I believe that this will give students an understanding of the neuron that no book or lecture could give them.

Tutorial


The web site will provide in-depth tutorials on difficult subjects like correlation, the neuron, neuroanatomy, Freud’s and Piaget’s theories, etc. These tutorials can be interactive and any errors will be accompanied by specific feedback that gently explains why the answer is incorrect. This form of interaction and feedback is not available to most students except from tutors. Many students are reluctant to see tutors and the information given by tutors is not always correct. In addition, a World Wide Web tutorial can provide links in the tutorial that allow students to jump to other resources anywhere on the web. 

Student Poll


On the web site, students will also have an opportunity to find out what their fellow students think and experience. The web site will include student polls on topics such as research ethics (e.g. is it all right to lie to subjects), assisted suicide, taste preferences, the prevalence of sleep problems, the incidence of specific phobias, etc. The results will be updated every time a student responds to the questions so the data will always be current and will represent the opinions of all the students who are currently using the book. I often take quick opinion polls in class (e.g. “how many of you hate liver?”) and students are always interested in the results. Their guesses about how people will respond to these questions are often wrong and some of the polls on the web site can be designed to let students predict the results before seeing the current data. This can reinforce the important idea that relying on common sense and talking to your friends can often lead to inaccurate predictions.

Ongoing Experiments


The interactive capabilities of the World Wide Web allow us to create and present ongoing experiments that use the students as subjects or as data collectors. Psychological phenomena such as the following should be easily demonstrable in such experiments:

· Bransford & Franks Constructive Memory Phenomenon

· Serial Position Effect

· Physical Attractiveness and Familiarity

· Conformity

· Recognition of Emotion in Facial Expressions

 In addition, it should be possible to conduct actual scientific experiments with the students as either subjects or research assistants. The students will have to be told of the problems and limitations of the research design but there is no substitute for participation in an actual experiment. Many psychology professors would like to assign experiments for the students to participate in but are prohibited from doing so by their large class sizes or lack of local resources to support research. The web site can supply the structure for the experiments and can provide the data analysis and presentation. Professors who want their students to participate in scientific research will be able to assign them to visit the web site. If professors wish to do so, they can require the students to turn in the printed results of the experiments and, if desired, include their comments on the results.


Because of the dynamic and immediate nature of the World Wide Web, it is also possible to allow students and professors to suggest new experiments to be conducted on the web site. Professors can be notified by electronic or surface mail about new experiments being conducted on the site and can decide whether to assign participation in them to their students.

In teaching psychology, we try to engage students in understanding and interpreting psychological facts and concepts. The World Wide Web site can do this in ways that no book or lecture can. Beyond this, though, the highest goal of psychologists—and the most exciting—is to contribute to the word’s fund of knowledge about humanity. The web site has the capability to allow students, through the ongoing experiments, to participate in psychology’s most exciting aspect, the search for scientific truth.

Personal Statement and Author Qualifications


I am uniquely qualified to write this introductory text in psychology. For over twenty years, I have taught almost nothing but introductory psychology and have been an extremely popular instructor. I estimate that I have taught over 300 sections of introductory psychology. I have used many of the available psychology books and have some clear ideas about the strengths and weaknesses of each one. I have a Ph.D. in experimental psychology from the University of Minnesota, was a fellow in the Center for Research in Human Learning, and received a post-doctoral fellowship from the National Institutes of Health. My writing experience is extensive and I have written or co-authored five previous textbooks. 


One of the most important qualifications I bring to the writing of an introductory text is a strong background in reading and study skills. I was the co-author of a reading textbook (Effective Reading) and was the primary author of a revision of a study skills text (Systems for Study)—both published by McGraw-Hill.

I also have many interests outside of psychology that I think serve to make my text more interesting. I have always been a voracious reader and have a wealth of information and stories to share with readers of my book. My extensive experience in the classroom has taught me which stories will work to excite, entertain, and inform introductory psychology students. The fact that I have had a number of stories published in national-circulation literary publications speaks to my ability to produce engaging, well-written prose.


In addition, I have a strong foundation in the history of psychology and in the philosophy of science. I find that the authors of many other texts I examine have little or no background in these areas and their texts suffer as a result.

Three of the textbooks I have written are computer-programming texts and I have worked as a professional computer programmer. I also created the Anoka-Ramsey Community College web site and served as its Webmaster for two years. Prior to that, I was the computer coordinator at the college for a number of years. At one time, I did some technical editing for IDG books on a book about using HTML to create World Wide Web pages. I've recently learned several computer languages used for scripting interactive web paged. I think that my computer background and knowledge of the Internet/World Wide Web will help me develop effective, modern ancillary products for the text.

About the Author


Robin Raygor holds a B.A. in English literature and a Ph.D. in experimental psychology from the University of Minnesota. As a graduate student, he received a fellowship in the Center for Research in Human Learning and, after receiving his Ph.D., was granted a National Institutes of Health postdoctoral research fellowship to study eye movements in fluent reading. He is the author or co-author of six books, two of which are in the area of reading and study skills. He is a co-creator, with Garrison Keillor and Gregory W. Bitz, of the original Prairie Home show and is the unacknowledged inventor of the skateboard. He is a teaching professor of psychology at Anoka-Ramsey Community College in Minneapolis, Minnesota and has been recognized a number of times for outstanding teaching. His hobbies include playing jazz saxophone, sailing, gardening, skiing, windsurfing, and canoeing.

Sample Reviews Selections

"An excellent chapter [Chapter 13]. Innovative idea to include a chapter specifically related to gender and sexuality, and extremely relevant to students. The chapter is comprehensive, engaging, and covers many topics that will motivate students and keep them interested in the class."

"The author says the book is intended as scientifically based, empirical, and somewhat "traditional" and yet readable and engaging. It is described as a lower level text. I believe the author accomplished his intended goals, but I would not consider this a lower level book. It is well written and comprehensive. It avoids esoteric sentences, but is in no way a lower level book. …. I like this book … In 1986, when David Myers wrote his first edition, has was the first author (as far as I can tell) to separate out gender as a chapter in its own right. He, and others, have since found it better to distribute the topic throughout the text, where appropriate."

"The style is simple and straightforward. Not flowery, but the personal references to the author's personal life are refreshing. It's like listening to a real person."

"The 'careers in psychology' section should include more information about non-traditional careers. Students always associate the field with social services, clinical work, or academia. Psychology's applications to other fields, such as business or law, should be emphasized."

"The manuscript appears to be much more rigorous than the text I use [Lahey]."

"Compared to the other texts on the market, I found this chapter [Chapter 1] to be especially well written. It certainly achieves the author's objective of presenting the material at a lower reading level than other texts. What is surprising is that the quality of the writing does not suffer from this approach. The writing is smooth and the narrative style makes it an easy read."

"The coverage was well thought out, and there was no need to add or change any emphasis given the author's perspective. I would however prefer a little more culture throughout – with explanation, and some reference to spiritual concepts as well in the early chapters, which leave out spiritual life force/trinity issues."

"The evolutional/experimental frame of reference is not for everyone, and the brief exclusion of frames of reference that are spiritual excludes a significant number of the students whom we encounter."

"There is a high degree of scholarship associated with the writing of this manuscript. However, some rather dated references might serve to detract from this. Very little revision is required and this would be primarily a cosmetic revision [references have been updated substantially since this review].

The author's writing style is the principal strength of this manuscript. I would characterize the author's writing style as clear, concise, and engaging. The author's use of relatively short sentences and brief paragraphs will enhance the students' understanding of the material. Finally, the selection of easy-to-understand examples is another strength of the author's writing style.

I have never found the perfect text for my general psychology classes but this comes close. I would rate it a 9 or 10. I haven't seen the finished product but if this first draft is any indication I think this will be a good general psychology text for the community college student…. I feel the intellectual quality of the ideas is very good. Just enough without being burdensome…. I would be interested in adopting this text in the future.

Chapter 14 – I would rate this a 10. Based on this chapter, I am truly impressed with this text. Best features include the breadth of coverage, its flow, and writing style.

There is a high degree of scholarship associated with the writing of this manuscript. However, the rather dated references might serve to detract from this. Since, in my view, very little revision of this manuscript is needed, the author can use this time to update the references. However, I should note that this would be primarily a cosmetic revision.

"The Development chapter should be expanded and divided into two separate chapters – Child & Adolescent Development, and Adult Development and Aging."

A major strength of this manuscript is the clear and concise writing style of the author. As stated in the prospectus, the author has a special talent for explaining diverse and difficult concepts in an easy-to-understand manner. The author's engaging writing style is enhanced by the well-selected use of examples. Another major strength of the manuscript is the unbiased and balanced coverage of the various viewpoints and theoretical perspectives. Still another major strength of this manuscript is the author's ability to anticipate the nature of the questions students are likely to ask while reading the material and answer. I sense this comes from the author's vast teaching experience with the introductory psychology course. 

This manuscript compares favorably to the textbook I am using currently in terms of the writing style and topics covered. I would seriously consider adopting this textbook. The author's writing would be the principal reason for my decision.

Chapter 1 – Because of its depth of coverage, this is the most thorough presentation of the historical background I have ever read in an introductory psychology text. The author does an excellent job of not only presenting the different schools of thought, but does an even better job of showing how they evolved and blended into and/or reacted to each other…. Strengths: The clear explanations of concepts that are often brushed over by other authors (e.g., anecdotal vs empirical evidence); practical and applicable examples of critical psychological concepts; the emphasis on "good science" and the inclusion of information that is likely to be of interest to students.

"In the Motivation and Emotion chapter, the topic of Need for Achievement (nAch) is rather thin. On the other hand, I was impressed that the author mentioned social motives under arousal not found in most texts."

How does this manuscript compare to the text you are presently using (Wood and Wood)? It is more interesting, better organized, and includes more topics of interest and importance to college students. Which comes closer to meeting your instructional needs for the course? This manuscript comes much closer. I would adopt this text…. His strengths as a writer lie in his ability to provide the most important information in a "low-level" fashion.  He is able to create rapport with the reader while enhancing their comprehension.

The last textbook I used was Psychology: An Introduction by Benjamin Lahey (7th Edition)…. My first quick over-view of the Raygor text suggests that I might have chosen it over the Lahey text. The manuscript appears to be much more rigorous than the text I used…. I found this manuscript more appealing than the Lahey text.

Chapter 1 – Compared to other texts on the market, I found this chapter to be especially well written. It certainly achieves the author's objective of presenting the material at a lower reading level than the other texts. What is surprising is that the quality of the writing does not suffer from this approach. The writing is smooth and the narrative style makes it an easy read…. The style is simple and straightforward. Not flowery, but the personal references to the author's personal life are refreshing. It's like listening to a real person. It flows from chapter to chapter. It's obvious that the person who wrote the book is a single author with a lot of experience dealing with undergraduates…. I am really looking forward to seeing the text when it is completed along with the ancillary package. Please tell the author that I really appreciated reading this work and that I think it will be a competitor!

Overall, material was accurate and the research current. It is always difficult deciding whether to present classic or contemporary research findings, but the balance seems to have been fairly well struck in this manuscript. 

Overall, the text is pedagogically sound. The language is clear. The concepts and theories are typically backed up with research examples. The research applications provide students with useful tools that they can utilize in their own lives. There is no overall weakness to the manuscript. It is an excellent run at a "teaching text." With some elaborations, edits, and reorganization, this could be a popular introductory text in its goal market…. Would you adopt this proposed text? "Yes, I believe I would."

There is a tendency in introductory texts to throw in a liberal sprinkling of recent articles to establish the "scholarship" of the author. Raygor seems to have avoided this. Recent research is included where it is both appropriate and makes a real contribution to knowledge…. The greatest strength of the text is certainly readability. The author has achieved her goal in this regard. The reading level is low enough for community college students while not patronizing to high-level achievers. A secondary strength, given today's marked, is the comprehensive nature of the text.

Chapter 5 – I would rate this chapter about a 9. I thought it was interesting, short enough, clear, and very much to the point.

Chapter 5 – I feel that the reading level of this chapter is very appropriate for an introductory psychology textbook. The author has a very pleasing writing style, and compared to other first drafts that I have reviewed, this chapter is remarkably well composed…. The author has masterfully integrated references to research and anecdotal data to facilitate students' understanding of psychological concepts.

The manuscript is accurate, it included a number of references I was particularly concerned for, and does a better job than many texts in sending student readers to original rather than secondary sources for information. The trade off there is a number of the references are a bit dated but they are accurate. Other authors would have found the same topic in a different context to give a more contemporary date…I would have no hesitation or reservation in adopting the text.

Chapter 7 – This chapter read especially well, and would be of great benefit for those who are parents. It was theoretical, practical, and balanced—I loved it…. I have most recently used Myers' Psychology, that book's strengths were primarily its supplemental teaching materials. It was well written, but not as engaging as the one being written here.

I found the reading easy and enjoyable. I teach at a community college and I think my students will like using this text…. I use David Myers' Psychology. I like it as well. Yours flows better. The Myers chapter is chopped up with lists of studies and I don't care for that…. Generally, I find the text to be very good primarily because of its reader friendly approach. Its best features are the reading level of the text, the Running Glossary, and Locking It In as an ongoing review.

My impression is that the author has a good writing style for freshmen college students. I believe that the format and study aids will enhance the material…. I especially like the way the questions were asked at the beginning of the chapter, throughout the chapter, and then finally used for revue.

The text is very readable. The first comment I jotted down reflected this – "reading level easy, conversational." It is not a threatening book. The author chooses to share his life with the student, a good idea in an intro text…. Understanding research is often difficult for the first-year student. I think the author has done a fine job of stressing some of the landmark studies and clarifying why they are important. 

The strongest points are the writing style, the use of humor, and the use of devices like the Science of Psychology Journal and Application boxes to keep the student motivated and relate the knowledge to actual application.

I like this book. I really think the author achieves the intended goals as outlined in the prospectus…. The author's overall approach to the presentation of the material appeals to me for the following reasons:

· The author seems to have considerable experience teaching introductory psychology.

· From reading the manuscript, you can sense that the author enjoys teaching introductory psychology.

· The author's emphasis on the scientific perspective encourages students to think more closely about the material presented in the chapters.

· The author is systematic in the presentation of the material.

The proposed text meets the author's goal of emphasizing scientific aspects of the field. I think this is a major competitive advantage.

The author's tone and style appear appropriate for entering freshman students. Noticeably (and thankfully) absent are many of the "cute" phrases that miss the mark in print. The emphasis in science is ongoing, but the author does not use excessive citations or list descriptions of specific studies one after the other… The material does have a distinctive tone, not overly conversational and not overly technical…. The most appealing part of the book is that the author seems to know the market that he is pitching the book to. What I mean by this is that he does succeed in writing in a very accessible fashion without sacrificing the scientific integrity of the book. For professors of psychology in community colleges, this book may therefore have a good deal of appeal.

The greatest strengths of the book are: 1) It is written in a fashion that will be readable for its proposed market…. 2) It presents psychology as an empirical scientific discipline without intimidating the reader. 

The flow of your text is excellent, especially for those at low reading level. The text is relevant, but not over-laden with unnecessary information…. The context and general approach for this book is appropriate. As I read it, I felt that I had written it for my students… The pedagogical methods are excellent. The three greatest strengths of this text are: the easy flow of the text, the organization of the chapters, topics, ideas, and the clean look of the page (that is, without overdoing it).

I found the author's writing style easy to understand and engaging. The examples were also interesting and would help to keep the student's attention….The greatest strength of this text is that it is easy to understand.

Chapter 12 - I found the material provided, especially the sample Personality chapter, highly readable, engaging, and appropriate for a text aimed toward advanced high school and junior college level students. The 3 greatest strengths of this book, in my view, are: a. the empirical approach, b. the readable writing style, c. the teaching experience of the author…. I would adopt this text if I taught advanced high school or community college courses. A higher-level text, with exemplary instructor's resources, would be necessary for adoption in the course I am currently teaching.

Chapter 12 - The part of the enclosed material I respond to most favorable is the readability of the text. I find that many introductory psychology texts are not particularly readable. This proposed text is eminently readable…. The prospectus for the text describes a text that would work well with my students (community college): readable, lover reading level, generous use of pedagogical aide, restricted use of boxed materials (I agree with the author that students tend to skip material set apart in boxes)…. The greatest strength of the proposed text is its readability. Second, it is interesting (any chapter on personality that is interesting is truly unique!), and it has well-structured pedagogical aids…. The final decision on adoption would, of course, rest on the final product. What would the final text look like? How are the pedagogical aids inserted, etc? If the answers to these questions are affirmative, then I would seriously consider adopting the text.

Chapter 12 - My primary concern is always with readability. Publishers have often sent manuscripts…whose authors claimed a low reading level for their books…. However, very few of those who "talk the talk" can actually "walk the walk."… I took five, 100-word samples from the text. The RightWriter 4.0 results show excellent readability. The strength index is also much higher than for most texts on the market. Both the Flesch-Kincaid and strength indices are very close to those for the previous edition of the brief Coon. The reading grade level is at least one grade lower than the larger Coon…. As for adoption, we have never adopted a first edition since the original CRM Psychology Today disaster…. However, I would be eager to consider this text in a second edition.

The writing style is appealing and does not "talk down" to the students. Rather, it engages them in what seems to be a partnership in learning between the author and the student. It [the writing style] really is outstanding, in my opinion. There are so many texts which just don't seem to be written with the student in mind. I am quite impressed with this one. Yes, it would be appropriate for our students – in a small public, 4-year liberal arts university. I can foresee many community, junior, and 4-year college finding the text equally appealing and usable….Based on what I currently see, I most definitely would consider adoption of this text for our classes on General Psychology 101. Thank you for giving me an opportunity to review and comment on what I feel is an important addition to the world of psychology texts.

I believe that the author has done a very credible job of combining research with concepts in an understandable, readable format. I found myself reading eagerly to get to the next topic or to find out the answer to the question just posed by the author. The research was supportive rather than intrusive.

Chapter 1 - The vocabulary and reading level seem just right for our students, not pandering but still readily accessible. The writing style is perfect; so clear that any style becomes invisible except for the author's tendency to insert some of his own experiences which I think readers will find interesting, relevant, and endearing. Sentence construction is fine, and although the author delineates various topics in more detail than many introductory level books, unfamiliar terms are always defined clearly and soon after they are introduced…. On a scale of 1 to 10, with 10 being the best, I would rate this chapter as a 9+! Normally, when I review an introductory chapter, I find many instances of over-simplification and outright errors. Here I found almost none…. The author seems to have already put a great deal of high-level thought and work into this project and I have no doubt that it will be a very successful text…. My general impression of this text is very favorable. It has all the good features of other successful introductory texts, e.g., comprehensiveness, unbiased, research-oriented, current, readable, personable, etc., etc.….I already know that this is going to be a good book.

Chapter 15 - We currently use Myers' text and this chapter is far more comprehensive…. I think the chapter is well-written, with the appropriate number of citations. The intellectual quality is there. I think that any reader would come away from the chapter with a much-improved understanding of abnormality. General Psychology is a tough class to teach as it is a balancing act between breadth and depth. I think that he has balanced the two admirably…. On a scale of 1 to 10, my rating would be a 9: Very high…. I will review it for possible adoption. We currently use the latest edition of Myers. I really like the Instructor's manual that accompanies the text. Myers has a fluid, witty, engaging writing style. Your text is stronger than Myers in regard to this chapter.

I would like to thank you for the opportunity to review this chapter from a new introductory psychology textbook. This manuscript is a winner and is a far cry above the other contenders in this niche from Harcourt Brace. The writer is actually trying to sell the reader that there is a science of behavior in psychology (which there is!); I wish other writers would do so…. It will be a very good text. Let me put it this way: After using Matlin and Sternberg, I swore I would never adopt another intro text from Harcourt Brace. This text is so good I will eat my words. Its main strength is the author repeatedly referring to the explanatory power of learning theory, of the science of behavior…. I am currently using Coon…. I would very seriously consider adopting this text if it is trimmed down somewhat without cutting out the science of behavior.

Chapter 16 – I was impressed by the way the author rigorously framed the chapter around the scientific model and showed students repeatedly why this model is the best for answering questions and testing hypotheses. The author has succeeded admirably here, and this is what most impresses me about the chapter…. I would rate the chapter around 7-8. The strengths are the clarity and flow of the writing, the strong scientific emphasis, and the thoroughness of the coverage.
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