Selected Comments From Reviewers

Note: Some of the reviewers saw individual chapters or groups of chapters while others reviewed the entire first-draft manuscript. Where individual chapters were reviewed, the chapter number is identified. Each section below is from a separate reviewer. In selecting these reviews, I have favored those who I thought understood what I was trying to do with the book and who are potential adopters. A number of negative comments have been omitted but many of those are no longer relevant since the manuscript has been rewritten in response to the reviews.

The author's writing style is the principal strength of this manuscript. I would characterize the author's writing style as clear, concise, and engaging. The author's use of relatively short sentences and brief paragraphs will enhance the students' understanding of the material. Finally, the selection of easy-to-understand examples is another strength of the author's writing style.

I have never found the perfect text for my general psychology classes but this comes close. I would rate it a 9 or 10. I haven't seen the finished product but if this first draft is any indication I think this will be a good general psychology text for the community college student…. I feel the intellectual quality of the ideas is very good. Just enough without being burdensome…. I would be interested in adopting this text in the future.

Chapter 14 – I would rate this a 10. Based on this chapter, I am truly impressed with this text. Best features include the breadth of coverage, its flow, and writing style.

There is a high degree of scholarship associated with the writing of this manuscript. However, the rather dated references might serve to detract from this. Since, in my view, very little revision of this manuscript is needed, the author can use this time to update the references. However, I should note that this would be primarily a cosmetic revision.

A major strength of this manuscript is the clear and concise writing style of the author. As stated in the prospectus, the author has a special talent for explaining diverse and difficult concepts in an easy-to-understand manner. The author's engaging writing style is enhanced by the well-selected use of examples. Another major strength of the manuscript is the unbiased and balanced coverage of the various viewpoints and theoretical perspectives. Still another major strength of this manuscript is the author's ability to anticipate the nature of the questions students are likely to ask while reading the material and answer. I sense this comes from the author's vast teaching experience with the introductory psychology course. 

This manuscript compares favorably to the textbook I am using currently in terms of the writing style and topics covered. I would seriously consider adopting this textbook. The author's writing would be the principal reason for my decision.

Chapter 1 – Because of its depth of coverage, this is the most thorough presentation of the historical background I have ever read in an introductory psychology text. The author does an excellent job of not only presenting the different schools of thought, but does an even better job of showing how they evolved and blended into and/or reacted to each other…. Strengths: The clear explanations of concepts that are often brushed over by other authors (e.g., anecdotal vs empirical evidence); practical and applicable examples of critical psychological concepts; the emphasis on "good science" and the inclusion of information that is likely to be of interest to students.

How does this manuscript compare to the text you are presently using (Wood and Wood)? It is more interesting, better organized, and includes more topics of interest and importance to college students. Which comes closer to meeting your instructional needs for the course? This manuscript comes much closer. I would adopt this text…. His strengths as a writer lie in his ability to provide the most important information in a "low-level" fashion.  He is able to create rapport with the reader while enhancing their comprehension.

The last textbook I used was Psychology: An Introduction by Benjamin Lahey (7th Edition)…. My first quick over-view of the Raygor text suggests that I might have chosen it over the Lahey text. The manuscript appears to be much more rigorous than the text I used…. I found this manuscript more appealing than the Lahey text.

Chapter 1 – Compared to other texts on the market, I found this chapter to be especially well written. It certainly achieves the author's objective of presenting the material at a lower reading level than the other texts. What is surprising is that the quality of the writing does not suffer from this approach. The writing is smooth and the narrative style makes it an easy read…. The style is simple and straightforward. Not flowery, but the personal references to the author's personal life are refreshing. It's like listening to a real person. It flows from chapter to chapter. It's obvious that the person who wrote the book is a single author with a lot of experience dealing with undergraduates…. I am really looking forward to seeing the text when it is completed along with the ancillary package. Please tell the author that I really appreciated reading this work and that I think it will be a competitor!

Overall, material was accurate and the research current. It is always difficult deciding whether to present classic or contemporary research findings, but the balance seems to have been fairly well struck in this manuscript. 

Overall, the text is pedagogically sound. The language is clear. The concepts and theories are typically backed up with research examples. The research applications provide students with useful tools that they can utilize in their own lives. There is no overall weakness to the manuscript. It is an excellent run at a "teaching text." With some elaborations, edits, and reorganization, this could be a popular introductory text in its goal market…. Would you adopt this proposed text? "Yes, I believe I would."

There is a tendency in introductory texts to throw in a liberal sprinkling of recent articles to establish the "scholarship" of the author. Raygor seems to have avoided this. Recent research is included where it is both appropriate and makes a real contribution to knowledge…. The greatest strength of the text is certainly readability. The author has achieved her goal in this regard. The reading level is low enough for community college students while not patronizing to high-level achievers. A secondary strength, given today's marked, is the comprehensive nature of the text.

Chapter 5 – I would rate this chapter about a 9. I thought it was interesting, short enough, clear, and very much to the point.

Chapter 5 – I feel that the reading level of this chapter is very appropriate for an introductory psychology textbook. The author has a very pleasing writing style, and compared to other first drafts that I have reviewed, this chapter is remarkably well composed…. The author has masterfully integrated references to research and anecdotal data to facilitate students' understanding of psychological concepts.

The manuscript is accurate, it included a number of references I was particularly concerned for, and does a better job than many texts in sending student readers to original rather than secondary sources for information. The trade off there is a number of the references are a bit dated but they are accurate. Other authors would have found the same topic in a different context to give a more contemporary date…I would have no hesitation or reservation in adopting the text.

Chapter 7 – This chapter read especially well, and would be of great benefit for those who are parents. It was theoretical, practical, and balanced—I loved it…. I have most recently used Myers' Psychology, that book's strengths were primarily its supplemental teaching materials. It was well written, but not as engaging as the one being written here.

I found the reading easy and enjoyable. I teach at a community college and I think my students will like using this text…. I use David Myers' Psychology. I like it as well. Yours flows better. The Myers chapter is chopped up with lists of studies and I don't care for that…. Generally, I find the text to be very good primarily because of its reader friendly approach. Its best features are the reading level of the text, the Running Glossary, and Locking It In as an ongoing review.

My impression is that the author has a good writing style for freshmen college students. I believe that the format and study aids will enhance the material…. I especially like the way the questions were asked at the beginning of the chapter, throughout the chapter, and then finally used for revue.

The text is very readable. The first comment I jotted down reflected this – "reading level easy, conversational." It is not a threatening book. The author chooses to share his life with the student, a good idea in an intro text…. Understanding research is often difficult for the first-year student. I think the author has done a fine job of stressing some of the landmark studies and clarifying why they are important. 

The strongest points are the writing style, the use of humor, and the use of devices like the Science of Psychology Journal and Application boxes to keep the student motivated and relate the knowledge to actual application.

I like this book. I really think the author achieves the intended goals as outlined in the prospectus…. The author's overall approach to the presentation of the material appeals to me for the following reasons:

· The author seems to have considerable experience teaching introductory psychology.

· From reading the manuscript, you can sense that the author enjoys teaching introductory psychology.

· The author's emphasis on the scientific perspective encourages students to think more closely about the material presented in the chapters.

· The author is systematic in the presentation of the material.

The proposed text meets the author's goal of emphasizing scientific aspects of the field. I think this is a major competitive advantage.

The author's tone and style appear appropriate for entering freshman students. Noticeably (and thankfully) absent are many of the "cute" phrases that miss the mark in print. The emphasis in science is ongoing, but the author does not use excessive citations or list descriptions of specific studies one after the other… The material does have a distinctive tone, not overly conversational and not overly technical…. The most appealing part of the book is that the author seems to know the market that he is pitching the book to. What I mean by this is that he does succeed in writing in a very accessible fashion without sacrificing the scientific integrity of the book. For professors of psychology in community colleges, this book may therefore have a good deal of appeal.

The greatest strengths of the book are: 1) It is written in a fashion that will be readable for its proposed market…. 2) It presents psychology as an empirical scientific discipline without intimidating the reader. 

The flow of your text is excellent, especially for those at low reading level. The text is relevant, but not over-laden with unnecessary information…. The context and general approach for this book is appropriate. As I read it, I felt that I had written it for my students… The pedagogical methods are excellent. The three greatest strengths of this text are: the easy flow of the text, the organization of the chapters, topics, ideas, and the clean look of the page (that is, without overdoing it).

I found the author's writing style easy to understand and engaging. The examples were also interesting and would help to keep the student's attention….The greatest strength of this text is that it is easy to understand.

Chapter 12 - I found the material provided, especially the sample Personality chapter, highly readable, engaging, and appropriate for a text aimed toward advanced high school and junior college level students. The 3 greatest strengths of this book, in my view, are: a. the empirical approach, b. the readable writing style, c. the teaching experience of the author…. I would adopt this text if I taught advanced high school or community college courses. A higher-level text, with exemplary instructor's resources, would be necessary for adoption in the course I am currently teaching.

Chapter 12 - The part of the enclosed material I respond to most favorable is the readability of the text. I find that many introductory psychology texts are not particularly readable. This proposed text is eminently readable…. The prospectus for the text describes a text that would work well with my students (community college): readable, lover reading level, generous use of pedagogical aide, restricted use of boxed materials (I agree with the author that students tend to skip material set apart in boxes)…. The greatest strength of the proposed text is its readability. Second, it is interesting (any chapter on personality that is interesting is truly unique!), and it has well-structured pedagogical aids…. The final decision on adoption would, of course, rest on the final product. What would the final text look like? How are the pedagogical aids inserted, etc? If the answers to these questions are affirmative, then I would seriously consider adopting the text.

Chapter 12 - My primary concern is always with readability. Publishers have often sent manuscripts…whose authors claimed a low reading level for their books…. However, very few of those who "talk the talk" can actually "walk the walk."… I took five, 100-word samples from the text. The RightWriter 4.0 results show excellent readability. The strength index is also much higher than for most texts on the market. Both the Flesch-Kincaid and strength indices are very close to those for the previous edition of the brief Coon. The reading grade level is at least one grade lower than the larger Coon…. As for adoption, we have never adopted a first edition since the original CRM Psychology Today disaster…. However, I would be eager to consider this text in a second edition.

The writing style is appealing and does not "talk down" to the students. Rather, it engages them in what seems to be a partnership in learning between the author and the student. It [the writing style] really is outstanding, in my opinion. There are so many texts which just don't seem to be written with the student in mind. I am quite impressed with this one. Yes, it would be appropriate for our students – in a small public, 4-year liberal arts university. I can foresee many community, junior, and 4-year college finding the text equally appealing and usable….Based on what I currently see, I most definitely would consider adoption of this text for our classes on General Psychology 101. Thank you for giving me an opportunity to review and comment on what I feel is an important addition to the world of psychology texts.

I believe that the author has done a very credible job of combining research with concepts in an understandable, readable format. I found myself reading eagerly to get to the next topic or to find out the answer to the question just posed by the author. The research was supportive rather than intrusive.

Chapter 1 - The vocabulary and reading level seem just right for our students, not pandering but still readily accessible. The writing style is perfect; so clear that any style becomes invisible except for the author's tendency to insert some of his own experiences which I think readers will find interesting, relevant, and endearing. Sentence construction is fine, and although the author delineates various topics in more detail than many introductory level books, unfamiliar terms are always defined clearly and soon after they are introduced…. On a scale of 1 to 10, with 10 being the best, I would rate this chapter as a 9+! Normally, when I review an introductory chapter, I find many instances of over-simplification and outright errors. Here I found almost none…. The author seems to have already put a great deal of high-level thought and work into this project and I have no doubt that it will be a very successful text…. My general impression of this text is very favorable. It has all the good features of other successful introductory texts, eg., comprehensiveness, unbiased, research-oriented, current, readable, personable, etc., etc.….I already know that this is going to be a good book.

Chapter 15 - We currently use Myers' text and this chapter is far more comprehensive…. I think the chapter is well-written, with the appropriate number of citations. The intellectual quality is there. I think that any reader would come away from the chapter with a much-improved understanding of abnormality. General Psychology is a tough class to teach as it is a balancing act between breadth and depth. I think that he has balanced the two admirably…. On a scale of 1 to 10, my rating would be a 9: Very high…. I will review it for possible adoption. We currently use the latest edition of Myers. I really like the Instructor's manual that accompanies the text. Myers has a fluid, witty, engaging writing style. Your text is stronger than Myers in regard to this chapter.

I would like to thank you for the opportunity to review this chapter from a new introductory psychology textbook. This manuscript is a winner and is a far cry above the other contenders in this niche from Harcourt Brace. The writer is actually trying to sell the reader that there is a science of behavior in psychology (which there is!); I wish other writers would do so…. It will be a very good text. Let me put it this way: After using Matlin and Sternberg, I swore I would never adopt another intro text from Harcourt Brace. This text is so good I will eat my words. Its main strength is the author repeatedly referring to the explanatory power of learning theory, of the science of behavior…. I am currently using Coon…. I would very seriously consider adopting this text if it is trimmed down somewhat without cutting out the science of behavior.

Chapter 16 – I was impressed by the way the author rigorously framed the chapter around the scientific model and showed students repeatedly why this model is the best for answering questions and testing hypotheses. The author has succeeded admirably here, and this is what most impresses me about the chapter…. I would rate the chapter around 7-8. The strengths are the clarity and flow of the writing, the strong scientific emphasis, and the thoroughness of the coverage.

More Review Excerpts (These reviewers saw an early draft of the completed manuscript.)
"If the students fill in the Locking It In sections in the book, bookstores will not be able to resell the books and students will not be able to sell their books at the end of the term."

"The table of contents matches very closely the organization of my class."

"An excellent chapter [Chapter 13]. Innovative idea to include a chapter specifically related to gender and sexuality, and extremely relevant to students. The chapter is comprehensive, engaging, and covers many topics that will motivate students and keep them interested in the class."

"The author says the book is intended as scientifically based, empirical, and somewhat "traditional" and yet readable and engaging. It is described as a lower level text. I believe the author accomplished his intended goals, but I would not consider this a lower level book. It is well written and comprehensive. It avoids esoteric sentences, but is in no way a lower level book. …. I like this book … In 1986, when David Myers wrote his first edition, has was the first author (as far as I can tell) to separate out gender as a chapter in its own right."

"In the Motivation and Emotion chapter, the topic of Need for Achievement (nAch) is rather thin. On the other hand, I was impressed that the author mentioned social motives under arousal not found in most texts."

"The style is simple and straightforward. Not flowery, but the personal references to the author's personal life are refreshing. It's like listening to a real person."

"The manuscript appears to be much more rigorous than the text I use [Lahey]."

"Compared to the other texts on the market, I found this chapter [Chapter 1] to be especially well written. It certainly achieves the author's objective of presenting the material at a lower reading level than other texts. What is surprising is that the quality of the writing does not suffer from this approach. The writing is smooth and the narrative style makes it an easy read."

"The coverage was well thought out, and there was no need to add or change any emphasis given the author's perspective. I would however prefer a little more culture throughout – with explanation, and some reference to spiritual concepts as well in the early chapters, which leave out spiritual life force/trinity issues."

"The evolutional/experimental frame of reference is not for everyone, and the brief exclusion of frames of reference that are spiritual excludes a significant number of the students whom we encounter."

"There is a high degree of scholarship associated with the writing of this manuscript."
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